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     The FCMA invites you to join us ONLINE 
for our first-ever virtual “Winter Tour of the 
Fort” event that will be LIVE STREAMED on 
Saturday, Dec. 5th at 7 pm on Facebook.  
     Our usual holiday tour is a favorite      
tradition in the community, and we want to 
safely share the event this year in a live 
stream that will be fun to follow for the 
whole family. 
 Work together as a family to point out 

specific “I-Spy” objects during the tour 
found on the sheet that you may down-
load from FCMA’s Facebook page or     
website (www.fortcaspar.org)! 

 Print off the telegraph code and help us 
decode the message coming in from 
Fort Laramie!  

 Learn details about the Fort that you 
may not yet have heard!  

 Prizes and awards will be given to those 
who answer questions during the tour! 

     Tune in to our Facebook Live Stream, 
and this year, for once, stay warm in the      
comfort of your own home while still       
experiencing the history of Fort Caspar.  
 FCMA’s Facebook address is: 

https://www.facebook.com/

FortCasparMuseumAssociation  

www.facebook.com/FortCasparMuseumAssociation  /  www.fortcaspar.org 

“Reading the West” Book Discussion Series 

Enjoy a book on a Western 
topic & join the discussion! 

 

Simply register and pick up a 
free copy of each book at 
the Natrona County Public        
Library’s 2nd floor Refer-
ence Desk.   

Read the book and meet to 

discuss it at Fort Caspar  
Museum, the Library, or on 
Zoom at 6:30 pm on the first 
Tuesday of the month.   
 

 People of the Wind River 
by Henry E. Stamm, IV.                                 
Dec. 1, 6:30 pm, meet 
on ZOOM* 

 The Last Cowboys by 
John Branch.               
Jan.  5, 6:30 pm, meet  
at Fort Caspar 

 We Pointed Them North 
by E.C. “Teddy Blue”   
Abbot.                          

Feb. 2, 6:30 pm, meet  
at Fort Caspar  

 Knights of the Broadax 
by Joan Trego            
Pinkerton.               
March 2, 6:30 pm, meet 
at Library 

 Empire of the Summer 
Moon by S.C. Gwynn.            
April 6, 6:30 pm, meet 
at Library  

 Aloha Rodeo by David 
Wolman.                      
May 4, 6:30 pm, meet  
at Library 

(*NOTE: The December 
meeting has been moved to 
online via ZOOM; please 
call the Museum or Library 
to confirm future meeting 
locations.) 
 

This program is brought to 
you by  Fort Caspar          
Museum 
and     
the 
Natrona 
County 
Public 
Library. 
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Staff  

 

Manager 
Rick Young 

 
 

Curator of Collections 
Michelle Bahe 

 
 

Visitor Services 
Anne Holman 

 

Educator 
Vacant 

 
 

Front Desk 
Debra Webb & Joe Hayek 
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Exhibit Dates: 
Lonesome Dove – HURRY: it 
closes November 28, 2020 

The A, B, C’s of Casper       
History - November 21, 2020 
thru November 6, 2021 

The Wyoming Navy –             
December 3, 2020 thru April 3, 
2021 

Exhibits  
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 FCMA Board 
  

Chair 
Con Trumbull 

 

Vice Chair 
Johanna Wickman 

 

Treasurer  

Steve Dacus, Sr. 
 

Secretary 
Joe Hayek 

 

Jim Robinson  •  Shannon Tippit 
Steve Dacus, Jr. 

Board Election News 
The annual FCMA elections were 

done using drop-off ballots this year 
since we were not able to hold our 

Fall Lunch & Learn and Membership 
Meeting due to Covid restrictions. All 
four incumbents were unanimously 

re-elected to office: Steve Dacus, Jr; 
Joe Hayek; Jim Robinson;            

and Con Trumbull. 
 

Adopt-a-Part Fundraiser 
Thank you to those who “adopted” 
parts for the restoration of the 1935 
Dodge pickup truck.  We were able 
to raise almost $2,000 to help with 
this project.  If you would still like to 
help out, we would be grateful for 

additional “adoptions” in any amount.  
Please send a check to the Museum 

with a notation that it is for the  

Adopt-a-Part campaign. 

FCMA News 
Fort Caspar Museum Association 

The Wyoming Navy traveling exhibit will open December 3rd and   

features some of the many US Navy ships named for people and   

places in Wyoming.   

Organized by Fort Caspar Museum and funded by the Fort Caspar 

Museum Association, the exhibit has been traveling to cities through-

out Wyoming for the last 18 months.  Each panel in the exhibit has 

photographs and histories of ships with Wyoming names, such as 

USS Casper, Natrona, Washakie, and several Wyomings. 

This is the second traveling exhibit that we have shared around the 

state of Wyoming.  You may remember the first one we organized in 

2017:  Home Front Posters from the Great War.  It consisted of a      

collection of World War I posters highlighting life on the home front.   

We want to give a large “shout out” of thanks to the VFW for pro-

viding free transportation for both exhibits to locations around the 

state over the last three years.  Without fail, they were able to deliver 

the panels to each venue as the exhibits moved to different cities    

every  seven weeks.  

Without their gen-

erous support, this 

project would not 

have been possible.   

Over the course of 

traveling, the dis-

plays were viewed 

by more than 

20,000 Wyoming 

residents and out-

of-state visitors. 

Our latest exhibit, opening November 21st, is 

The A, B, C’s of Casper History.  It is a fun look 

at some of the people, places, and things that 

make Casper unique using rarely-viewed     

objects from the Museum’s own collection. 

Organized by the staff of Fort Caspar Museum, 

letters and objects may not showcase the       

history that first comes to mind.  To give you 

just a couple examples: “V” is represented by   

a vase once owned by former NCHS teacher 

Kathleen Hemry, and “J” is for J.C. Penney and features an original 

Troopers Drum & Bugle Corps uniform shirt purchased at Casper’s 

old downtown J.C. Penney store in 1958.   

We encourage you to come explore the exhibit and learn a bit of    

Casper history as told through these featured objects. 

Kathleen 

Hemry’s 

“V is for 

vase” 

U.S.     

Monitor 

Wyoming, 

1900. 



Fort Caspar Museum 
4001 Fort Caspar Rd 
Casper, WY  82604 
307-235-8462 
www.fortcasparwyoming.com 

If you're looking for something different for a holiday dinner this 

year, can we interest you in a Pigeon Pie?  
 

Post at Platte Bridge, located near the Reshaw Bridge in what is now 

Evansville, Wyoming, was in operation off-and-on during the late 

1850s.  As you may imagine, obtaining food at such an isolated loca-

tion was often a problem.  At that time, pronghorn antelope were in 

good supply, but according to post commander Captain Henry 

Heth, they tasted “terrible.”  He wrote in his memoirs how he and 

his men unsuccessfully tried every conceivable way to cook them to 

eliminate the meat’s sagebrush flavor.  Accord-

ing to Heth, although the antelope were plen-

tiful, they would rather not eat them.  Instead, 

they relied on supplies sent up to the Post 

from Fort Laramie.  One foodstuff that Post at 

Platte Bridge had in large quantities was 

canned pigeon. 
 

So, we're sharing a recipe for a Pigeon Pie,    

circa 1860, taken from Lily May & John   

Spaulding's book Civil War Recipes: Receipts 

from the Pages of Godey's Lady's Book (2014).   
 

If any of you folks are brave enough to make 

one, let us know what it's like!  

Holiday Pie from Post at Platte Bridge 

Mission: 
 

Fort Caspar Museum collects, preserves,  
and exhibits materials related to the  

history of Fort Caspar,  
the City of Casper, Natrona County,  

and central Wyoming. 
 

 

(Covid) Hours of Operation: 

  Summer (May—Sept):   Daily, 9 am* to 5 pm 
     (Fort buildings open 9:00 am to 4:30 pm)   

  Winter (Oct—April):   Tuesday thru Saturday, 9 am* to 5 pm 
     (Fort buildings are locked up for the season) 

*NOTE: 9 to 10 am RESERVED FOR HIGH-RISK INDIVIDUALS 
 
 

Admission prices are $4 for adults; $3 for youths & seniors; free for kids 12 & under. 
During the winter months, admissions are half price.  NOTE: Face coverings are required. 

Fremont’s Farewell To Patricia 

Sadly for us, our educator Patricia  
Ruppert has left us for paradise:  she 

moved back to Hawaii with her husband 

who was offered a great opportunity.  

We wish Patricia all the best in her  

future endeavors.  She will be missed. 

Thank you, Fort Caspar Museum Association!  
The FCMA supports much of our  

programming and this publication. Check our website or  
contact the Museum for membership information. 

Sgt. 
Fremont 
Ferret  
waves 

goodbye 
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Volunteering in 2020 

Ghost Tours of 
the Fort 2020 

   Only three nights this year, 
October’s annual Ghost 
Tours were at near-capacity: 
349 tickets were sold. 
   A big “Thank you!” to the 
Casper Area Paranormal  
Seekers (CAPS); FCM’s Michelle Bahe  & Rick Young; and 
the FCMA  volunteers who helped run the tours:  Carolyn Buff, 
Danielle Friedle, Dale Gregory, Chuck and Sarah McAdams, 
Shannon Tippit, & Con Trumbull. 

 

Remember to 

Shop this Christmas  

at Fort Caspar Museum! 

Members get 15% off, 

and  

your tax dollars  

Stay local!! 

 

     This year has been challenging for many reasons, one of which is the toll 
it took on our volunteer workforce.  Many of our volunteers fall into one or 
more of the “high risk” categories that make it unwise for them to work with 
the general public.  We are therefore extremely grateful to two volunteers—
one who has volunteered at the Museum for many years and one who is 
new this year—who have been coming in to help cover lunch breaks,         
appointments, errands, etc.  They are our veteran volunteer Carolyn Buff 
and our newbie volunteer Eric Bingaman.   

Thank you, Carolyn and Eric!!  We couldn’t have managed without you. 

   FORT CASPAR MUSEUM                 

Long-time        
volunteer         

Carolyn Buff 

FCMA’s         
newest           
volunteer        
Eric               
Bingaman 


